
 When I was superintendent in the Welsh-
pool Bro Hafren Circuit, I prayed a great deal 
about the shortage of people coming forward to 
lead worship. In discussing the preaching plan and 
the future of the circuit I would often comment: “I 
don’t believe that God has stopped calling people to 
preach”. For nearly five years I prayed for God to 
raise up new preachers for and from our    
churches. Then, just before I was due to leave the 
circuit, four people came forward, two showing   
interest in becoming Worship Leaders, and two 
being called to become Local Preachers.  

 
 
 
 I never got to walk with them on 
their journey or see them as they came 
to the end of their training. Nevertheless, 

I am delighted to know that my prayers 
were answered, maybe not when I wanted, but 
I’m sure God has reasons. 
 

 Now, I see the same thing happening with 
the circuit magazine. Ever since I came to GHAV 
circuit, I have wanted to start a circuit magazine, 
but without administrative help there just wasn’t 
the capacity to do it. Prayers were frequently 
made for both an administrator and a circuit  
magazine. Eventually the prayers for an            
administrator were answered, and Joanna took up  
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 ,W�LV�ZLWK�JUHDW�SOHDVXUH�WKDW�WKH�*ZHQW�+LOOV�DQG�9DOHV� 
&LUFXLW�ZHOFRPHV�\RX�WR�7KH�9LQH��RXU�EUDQG�QHZ�FLUFXLW� 
PDJD]LQH�� $V� VRPH� RI� \RX� ZLOO� NQRZ�� 7KH� 9LQH� KDV�
EHHQ� DYDLODEOH� WR� 5HY� 6WHYH� %R[DOO¶V� FKXUFKHV� IRU� D�
ZKLOH�QRZ�LQ�D�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPDW��EXW�ZH�DUH�VR�
H[FLWHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�H[SDQG�DQG�FKDQJH��WR�UHDFK�WKH�
ZKROH�FLUFXLW�� 
 

 7KH�PDJD]LQH�ZLOO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�TXDUWHUO\��DQG�
ZLOO� FRQWDLQ�� DPRQJ� RWKHU� WKLQJV�� D� OHDG� DUWLFOH� IURP�
RQH� RI� RXU�PLQLVWHUV�� QHZV� RI� XSFRPLQJ� HYHQWV� DFURVV�
WKH� FLUFXLW�� DV� ZHOO� DV� SURMHFWV� WKDW� FRQQHFW� XV� ZLWK� RXU�
FRPPXQLWLHV��7KHUH�LV�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�JHW� 
LQYROYHG�RQ�3DJH��� 
 

 2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��WKH�FRQWHQW�'HDU�5HDGHU��ZLOO�EH�ODUJHO\�GRZQ�WR�\RX—ZH�ZDQW�WR�IHDWXUH�\RXU�
MRXUQH\V�ZLWK� WKH�/RUG��\RXU� SDVVLRQV� DQG�PXVLQJV�� DQ\WKLQJ� WKDW�ZLOO� VHUYH� WR� JORULI\�RXU�/RUG� DQG��
FRQQHFW�XV�DV�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�DFURVV�WKH�*ZHQW�+LOOV�DQG�9DOHV�&LUFXLW��     

 

7KH�9LQH�(GLWRULDO�7HDP��5HY�6XH�/DZOHU��5HY�6WHYH�%R[DOO��-RDQQD�6DXQGHUV��&HOLD�3ULFH 
 

,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�7+(�9,1(�LQ�GLJLWDO�IRUPDW��DV�DQ�DWWDFKPHQW�LQ�DQ�HPDLO� 
SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�DGPLQ#JZHQWKLOOVDQGYDOHV�RUJ�XN 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�3DJH���� 

WHATEVER WE DO,  
  WE DO IT FOR GOD... 

WELCOME! 
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7th MAY - FAIRHILL  
2pm    Opening of Community Garden 
 

15th MAY - BLACKWOOD 
4pm Big Sing 
 

1st JUNE - PONTYPOOL MARKET 
10.30am Chaplaincy 7th Birthday and Jubilee 
  Celebration 
 

4th JUNE - TRINITY 
2pm Jubilee Event 
 

 

 
5th JUNE - CASTLE STREET 
10.30am    Service, followed by Jubilee Bring-and-

Share Lunch 
 

5th JUNE - GLASBURY 
3pm Jubilee Strawberry Tea 
5pm  Service (please note the time change) 
 

9th JUNE - LLANYRAFON CHURCH 
7pm Circuit Meeting 
 

31st JULY - CASTLE STREET 
4pm Farewell Service for Rev Sue Lawler 

   
 For all contributions, questions or comments regarding 7KH�9LQH, please contact: 

 

    Rev Sue Lawler  Joanna Saunders     
    sue@cwm.fm            admin@gwenthillsandvales.org.uk  
    01873 851 427  07752 487 624 

$OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�VKDUHG�ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQ 

'HDGOLQH�IRU�LWHPV�WR�EH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�6XPPHU�LVVXH��0D\�������� 
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(YHU\�6XQGD\�HYHQLQJ���SP��+HUH¶V�WKH�OLQN� 
KWWSV���]RRP�XV�M������������"SZG FM)7E]=8HMKZ7)%W9;GQ/�O)9NG,G]�� 

0HHWLQJ�,'��������������� 
3DVVFRGH�������� 

DATES FOR THE DIARY... 

CONTENTS 
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$V�\RX�DUH�UHDGLQJ�DQG��KRSHIXOO\�HQMR\LQJ�RXU�

ILUVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�7KH�9LQH�DV�D�FLUFXLW�PDJD]LQH��MXVW�
WDNH� D� PLQXWH� WR� SDXVH�� EUHDWKH� GHHSO\�� DQG��������
FRQWHPSODWH�KRZ�\RX�ZRXOG�DQVZHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
TXHVWLRQV� 

 

· +RZ�DUH�\RX�IHHOLQJ�-�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��DV�D�
  FKXUFK" 
· :KDW¶V�RQH�WKLQJ�\RX�DEVROXWHO\�ORYH�DERXW�
  \RXU�ORFDO�FKXUFK"� 
· :KDW¶V� VRPHWKLQJ� \RX� ORYH� DERXW� WKH�����
  FRPPXQLW\�\RXU�FKXUFK�LV�LQ"� 
· ,I�\RX�FRXOG�DVN�*RG�IRU�RQH�FDSDFLW\��IRU�
  \RX�� IRU� \RXU� FKXUFK� WR� EH�������������
  GHYHORSHG��ZKDW�ZRXOG�LW�EH" 

 

$W�RXU�&LUFXLW�/HDGHUVKLS�PHHWLQJ� LQ� -DQXDU\��
ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� QRW� RQO\� WKH� WHDP� EXW� DOVR� D����
QXPEHU�RI�JXHVWV��ZH�ZHUH�LQYLWHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV� LQ� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� ZLWK� 5HY� 7UH\� +DOO�����
'LUHFWRU� RI� (YDQJHOLVP� DQG� *URZWK� IRU� WKH�����
0HWKRGLVW� &RQQH[LRQ� �SLFWXUHG� DERYH��� +H� ZDV�
WKHUH�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�XV�PRUH�DERXW�³*RG�IRU�$OO´��
WKH�&RQQH[LRQDO�6WUDWHJ\�GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�DOO�RI�XV�
WDNH� VWHSV� GHHSHU� LQWR� WKH� *RVSHO� YLVLRQ�� DERXW���
H[SDQGLQJ�PLQLVWU\� DQG�PLVVLRQ� LQ�RXUVHOYHV��+LV�
WHDP� VHHNV� WR� ZDON� DORQJVLGH� IRONV� DFURVV� WKH���
&RQQH[LRQ��QRW�DV�H[SHUWV�EXW� WR�GHHSHQ�RXU�ZDON�
WR�EH�WKH�FKXUFK�*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH��� 

 

$V� \RX� FDQ� LPDJLQH�� RXU� UHVSRQVHV� WR� WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV� ZHUH� TXLWH� YDULHG�� PD\EH� HYHQ� D� OLWWOH�������������
SUHGLFWDEOH� DV� ZH� WDONHG� DERXW� EHLQJ� IUXVWUDWHG��
WLUHG�� HYHQ� RSWLPLVWLF�� ORYLQJ� RXU� FKXUFK� IDPLOLHV�
DQG�WKH�ZRUVKLS��WKH�UHVLOLHQFH�DQG�QHLJKERXUOLQHVV�
RI� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV�� DQG� IHHOLQJ� OLNH� ZH� ODFNHG����������
FRQILGHQFH��YLVLRQ��HQHUJ\�RU�ORYH�� 

 

7UH\� OLVWHQHG� DWWHQWLYHO\�� YDOLGDWLQJ� RXU������
IHHOLQJV� DQG� HQFRXUDJLQJ� XV� DV� ZH� EHFDPH�PRUH�
RSHQ��UHPLQGLQJ�XV�WKDW�DV�&KULVWLDQV�ZH�DUH�HDFK� 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FDOOHG�WR�EH�D�EHDUHU�DQG�VKDUHU�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�� 

 

,I�ZH�DUH�PHDQW�WR�FDUU\�WKH�*RVSHO��ZH�KDYH�WR�
EH�DEOH� WR� WDON� DERXW�ZKDW� LW� DFWXDOO\� LV��EXW�HYHQ�
WKHQ��WKDW�LV�RQO\�RQH�SDUW�RI�HYDQJHOLVP��:H�DOVR�
KDYH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�H[SODLQ�RXU�JRRG�QHZV�LQ�VXFK�D�
ZD\� WKDW� RXU� KHDUHUV� FDQ� UHODWH� WR� LW�� ZH� KDYH� WR�
NQRZ�WKH�FRQWH[W�LQWR�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�VKDULQJ�� 

 

6R� LPDJLQH� \RX¶UH� LQ� D� TXHXH� DW� WKH��������������
VXSHUPDUNHW�� ZHDULQJ� D� EDGJH� WKDW� VD\V�³*RVSHO-
%HDUHU´�RQ� LW��7KH�SHUVRQ� LQ� OLQH�EHKLQG�\RX�DVNV�
ZKDW� LW� PHDQV�� $IWHU� \RX� H[SODLQ�� WKH\� UHVSRQG�
ZLWK��³7KDW�ZDV�EHDXWLIXO��7KH� ODVW� WZR�\HDUV�
KDYH� EHHQ� UHDOO\� DZIXO�-�ZKDW� GLIIHUHQFH� KDV�
LW� PDGH� WR� \RXU� OLIH� RYHU� WKDW� WLPH"´� 7KHLU�
TXHVWLRQ�UHIOHFWV�WKH�FRQWH[W�-�LW�KDV�WR�PHDQ�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WR�WKHP��SHUVRQDOO\� 

 

0LQLVWU\�DQG�PLVVLRQ�KDSSHQ�ZKHQ�*RVSHO�DQG�
FRQWH[W�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��$W�WKDW�PHHWLQJ�SRLQW��WKHUH�
LV�D�YRUWH[�ZKHUH�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�VZLUOV�DQG�PRYHV��
2QH�RI� WKH�GDQJHUV�ZLWK�DQ\�VWUDWHJ\�DQG�PLVVLRQ�
SODQ� LV� WKDW�ZH� ODXQFK� ULJKW� LQWR�³:KDW� DUH� ZH����
JRLQJ�WR�GR"´��,I�RXU�DFWLRQ�LVQ¶W�URRWHG�LQ�D�ORQJ�
VHDVRQ� RI�ZUHVWOLQJ�ZLWK� GLVFHUQPHQW�� WKHQ� LW� FDQ�
EH�URRWHG�LQ�MXVW�WKDW�-�DFWLRQ� 

 

+HUH�WKHUHIRUH��DUH�WZR�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�\RX�
WR�SRQGHU� 

 

:KDW�LV�WKH�*RVSHO" 
:KDW�LV�RXU�FRQWH[W" 
 

�������������&RQWLQXHG�RQ�3DJH����� 

GOD FOR ALL 



 

 : KHQ�,�ZDV�D�WHHQDJHU�LQ�WKH�ODWH�VHYHQWLHV�HDUO\�HLJKWLHV��RXU�\RXWK�JURXS�PDGH�WKH�WULS�HDFK�
0D\� WR� DWWHQG� WKH�0$<&� ZHHNHQG� LQ� /RQGRQ��7KH�0HWKRGLVW� $VVRFLDWLRQ� RI� <RXWK�

&OXEV�ZDV�WKH�\RXWK�DUP�RI�WKH�0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK��DQG�WKHVH�WKUHH�GD\V�ZHUH�DQ�DQQXDO�KLJKOLJKW��,Q�WKH�
PRQWKV� OHDGLQJ� XS� WR� WKH� ZHHNHQG� LWVHOI�� ZH� KDG� VSRQVRUHG� ZDONV�� GLVFRV� DQG� RQFH� HYHQ� SXW� RQ� D��������
SDQWRPLPH�� WR� UDLVH� PRQH\�� :KLOH� WKHUH� ZH� ZHUH� KRVWHG� E\� D� FKXUFK� LQ� &UR\GRQ�� ZKHUH� RXU� WKHQ-
PLQLVWHU�5HY�7RP�'UHZ�XVHG�WR�VHUYH��7KHUH�ZDV�ORWV�RI�VLQJLQJ��ZRUVKLS��QRLVH��DQG�D�VHD�RI�JUHHQ�DQG�
\HOORZ�–�WKH�0$<&�FRORXUV��*RRG�PHPRULHV�RI�P\�IRUPDWLYH�VWHSV�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��VKDUHG�,�DP�
VXUH��E\�PDQ\�RWKHUV� 
 

 7KRVH�\HDUV�IHHO�OLNH�DQRWKHU�OLIHWLPH��EXW�WKH�ZRUN�DPRQJ�RXU�SUHFLRXV�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�FRQWLQXHV��
,Q� WKH� ��VW� FHQWXU\�� WKH� 0$<&� KDV� EHFRPH� �*HQHUDWH��� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� \RXWK� DVVHPEO\� RI� WKH��������
0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK��ZKLFK�ZRUNV�KDUG� WR�JLYH�D�YRLFH� WR�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�� HQDEOLQJ� WKHP� WR�JURZ� LQ� WKHLU�
IDLWK�DQG�EHFRPH�D�UHDO�SDUW�RI�&KULVW¶V�ERG\�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ULJKW� 
 

 7KHUH� LV� VWLOO� D� ZHHNHQG� JDWKHULQJ� HYHU\� \HDU� LQ� WKH� DXWXPQ�� FRPSOHWH� ZLWK� LPPHUVLYH�������
DFWLYLWLHV� IRU� HYHU\� DJH� DQG� LQWHUHVW�� ,W� HQFRXUDJHV� WKRVH� DWWHQGLQJ� WR� H[SHFW� WR� HQFRXQWHU�
*RG�HYHU\ZKHUH�–�WKURXJK�SK\VLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�VSRUW��FUHDWLYH�DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�DUWV��TXLHW�
FRQWHPSODWLRQ� DQG� GLVFXVVLRQ�� GHEDWH�� DQG� DFWLQJ� DV� $JHQWV� RI� &KDQJH� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� 7KLV�
FXOPLQDWHV� LQ�PDNLQJ�D�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ� µFRYHQDQW¶�–� D� SURPLVH� WR� WU\� WR� DFW� RQ�ZKDW� WKH\�
KDYH�KHDUG�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZHHNHQG�   
� 
 7KH� *ZHQW� +LOOV� DQG� 9DOHV� &LUFXLW� KDV� D� YLEUDQW� JURXS� RI� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� LQ� 3RQWQHZ\Q\GG�
&KXUFK��DQG���WK�–���WK�2FWREHU��WKH\�ZHUH�EOHVVHG�WR�EH�DW�WKH�ZHHNHQG��ZKLFK� 
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�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�3DJH���� 

 Any budding journalists out there?    
Phrustrated photographers? (Sorry, couldn’t    
resist!) If you are not that way inclined, but still 
want to help, we are forming an editorial team 
and there are lots of ways in which you can get 
involved:  

¨   Content - articles, poems, puzzles... 
¨  Graphics - photos, drawings… 
¨  Ideas - keeping “an ear to the 
  ground” for interesting stories… 
¨ Distribution in your church 
¨ Collation - folding, stuffing         
  envelopes etc. (This will happen at 
  the Circuit Office in Castle Street) 

  
 There may be something that occurs to 
you as you read, that we haven’t mentioned! Our    
contact details are on Page 2—hopefully the next 
issue won’t be quite so big, or have quite so much 
of the same writer! 
 

 We are beginning with mostly hard copy, 
but if you would prefer or be willing to      
receive 7KH� 9LQH via email, please let us 
know by contacting Joanna with your name, email 
address and church - GDPR dictates that we need 
your permission to send it to you electronically. It 
will also be published on our   circuit website -  

 

*ZHQW�+LOOV�DQG�9DOHV�0HWKRGLVW�&LUFXLW 
 

 Thanks Everyone for your support! 
 

Your Editorial Team (so far), 
Sue, Steve, Joanna and Celia 

+(/3�:$17('� 
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 2I�FRXUVH��WKH�SDUDOOHO�GDQJHU�LV�WKDW�ZH�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV�IRU�WRR�ORQJ�DQG�HQG�XS�VWXFN�LQ�LQDFWLRQ��EXW�LW¶V�NH\�
WR� VSHQG� D� VHDVRQ� SUD\LQJ� WKURXJK� WKH� DQVZHUV��:KLOH� WKHUH�� LQ�
WKDW�YRUWH[��OHW¶V�DOORZ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�FKRRVH�MXVW�RQH�WKLQJ��DV�
FKXUFKHV� DQG� DV� LQGLYLGXDOV�� WKDW� WDNHV� XV� RXW� RI� RXU� FRPIRUW�

]RQHV�LQWR�PLVVLRQ�DQG�HYDQJHOLVP�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV��LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�FRVWV�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�� 
 

7KDW¶V� WKH� LQYLWDWLRQ�� ,I� ZH¶UH� IDLWKIXO�� VKDULQJ� RXU� GHHSHVW� JODGQHVV� WR� PHHW� WKH� ZRUOG¶V� GHHSHVW�����
KXQJHU�� ZH�PLJKW� VHH�PRUH� SHRSOH� EHFRPLQJ� GLVFLSOHV� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�� IDLWK� GHHSHQLQJ� IRU� DOO� RI� XV��
FKXUFKHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�*RVSHO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� 

 

Joanna Saunders, with soundbytes by Trey Hall 

GOD FOR ALL 
 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�3DJH��� 

 
Blaenau Gwent Methodist Church are 

developing an exciting project with the          
Abertillery Town Band. We have forged a 
strong partnership, with a shared passion for out-
reach, and a will to contribute to the building of a 
resilient community, improving the health and 
well-being of the people who live on the church’s 
doorstep. 

 

The band has been working hard to raise 
funds and support for the development of a Brass 
Academy at the church, primarily for young    
people, to teach them brass and percussion in a 
safe social environment. We want to offer lively 
and uplifting tuition, providing not only musical 
development, but also the opportunity to build 
their confidence and social skills; also career    
opportunities! We are working with the local 
schools and Upbeat Music and Arts� - together 
we will provide 
workshops and    
tuition which are fun 
and engaging! 

 

Our plan is 
to open the       
Academy to our 
community at least 
once every month, 
for a concert given 
by the young people. 
Local residents who 
may be feeling lonely 
and isolated, perhaps 
even frail and       
vulnerable, will  
 

 
benefit from attending the church for entertain-
ment, support and refreshments, and there will be   
amazing opportunities for inter-generational     
relationship building. 

 

We are currently busy developing the 
church building to ensure that it is fit for purpose. 
This entails demolishing and re-building the      
extension, internal reconfiguration, installing    
energy-efficient systems and general maintenance. 
Ambitious? Yes! But we are confident in the Lord, 
and, thanks to circuit funding, have engaged an 
architect to help us design the build. We are so 
grateful to the Circuit Leadership Team, who 
have acknowledged the plan as a different but          
sustainable approach, with Blaenau Gwent      
planning a building not only for worship and     
fellowship, but also for community use.            
Invigorating times! 

IN PARTNERSHIP FOR MUSICAL OUTREACH! 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�3DJH��� 
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 )RU�0HWKRGLVW�PLQLVWHUV��D�VDEEDWLFDO�
LV� D� SHULRG� RI� UHOHDVH� IURP� RUGLQDU\����������
PLQLVWHULDO�GXWLHV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�SXUVXLQJ�
DQ� DSSURYHG� SURJUDPPH� RI� VWXG\�� UHVHDUFK��
ZRUN�RU�H[SHULHQFH�� ,W� LV� LQWHQGHG�DV�D� WLPH�
IRU� UH-HTXLSSLQJ�� UHIUHVKPHQW� DQG� UHQHZDO��
6DEEDWLFDOV�DUH�QRUPDOO\�WDNHQ� �HYHU\�VHYHQ�
\HDUV� DQG� DUH� SDUW� RI� WKH� GLVFLSOLQH� RI� WKH�
0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK�IRU�HYHU\�PLQLVWHU� 
 

 ,� LQWHQG� WR� XVH� P\� 6DEEDWLFDO� WR����
DGYDQFH�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DZDUHQHVV�RI�

WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW¶V� LPSRUWDQFH�� UHOLDELOLW\�� DQG� SODFH� LQ� KLVWRU\��0\� SULPDU\� DLP� LV� WR� LQFUHDVH�P\���
SURILFLHQF\� LQ� NRLQH�*UHHN�� JUDPPDU� DQG� YRFDEXODU\�� ,� DP� ODUJHO\� VHOI-WDXJKW� LQ� EDVLF�*UHHN�� DQG� VR��
XQGHUWDNLQJ�D�FRXUVH�SURYLGLQJ�D�PRUH�LQWHQVH��V\VWHPDWLF�DQG�JXLGHG�DSSURDFK�WR�IXUWKHU�VWXG\�RI� WKH�
RULJLQDO� ODQJXDJH�RI� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZLOO�EH�EHQHILFLDO��$�VDEEDWLFDO� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� WKLV��
IUHH� IURP� WKH� GLVWUDFWLRQV� LQKHUHQW� LQ� DFWLYH� SDVWRUDO� PLQLVWU\�� 0\� JRDO� LV� WR� WUDQVODWH� WKH� ILUVW� WKUHH���
FKDSWHUV�RI�-RKQ¶V�*RVSHO� 
 

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��,�SODQ�WR�H[WHQG�P\�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�SUD[LV�RI�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�7H[WXDO�&ULWLFLVP���$V�
SDUW�RI�WKLV��,�KRSH�WR�XQGHUWDNH�D�WRXU�RI�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�H[WDQW�*UHHN�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�PDQXVFULSWV�IURP�
WKH� �QG� FHQWXU\� WR� WKH� HDUO\� �WK� FHQWXU\�� 7UDYHO� UHVWULFWLRQV� SHUPLWWLQJ�� ,� KRSH� WR� DUUDQJH� YLHZLQJV� RI����
PDQXVFULSWV�DQG�IUDJPHQWV�DW�WKH�%ULWLVK�/LEUDU\��FKLHIO\��&RGH[�6LQDLWLFXV��WKH�ROGHVW�FRPSOHWH�FRS\�RI�
WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��DQG�WKH�-RKQ�5\ODQGV�/LEUDU\�LQ�0DQFKHVWHU��FKLHIO\��3DS\UXV�3���–�D�IUDJPHQW�RI�
-RKQ¶V�*RVSHO�ZKLFK�LV�UHJDUGHG�DV�WKH�HDUOLHVW�SRUWLRQ�RI�DQ\�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZULWLQJ�HYHU�IRXQG�� 
 

7KH�RIILFLDO�VWDUW�GDWH�RI�P\�VDEEDWLFDO�LV�0RQGD\����WK�0D\��,�DP�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�5HY�6XH�/DZOHU�
KDV�YROXQWHHUHG�WR�DFW�DV�FRYHU�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�RI�P\�WLPH�DZD\��ZLWK�RWKHU�VWDII�FROOHDJXHV�FRYHULQJ�WKH�
ILQDO�IHZ�ZHHNV��,�KRSH�WR�OHW�\RX�NQRZ�PRUH�DERXW�P\�WLPH�³DZD\´��LQ�WKH�$XWXPQ�LVVXH�RI�7KH�9LQH� 

 
��.RLQH� *UHHN� RU� &RPPRQ� *UHHN�� ZDV� WKH� FRPPRQ� ODQJXDJH� RI� WKH� 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�
ZRUOG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�FHQWXU\���ZZZ�JRWDQVZHUV�RUJ� 
��1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW� 7H[WXDO� &ULWLFLVP� LV� WKH LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� RI� WH[WXDO� YDULDQWV�� RU� GLIIHUHQW� YHUVLRQV RI� WKH 1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��
ZKRVH�JRDOV�LQFOXGH�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�HUURUV��DQDO\VLV�RI�YHUVLRQV��DQG��DWWHPSWV�WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W��
,WV�PDLQ�IRFXV�LV�VWXG\LQJ�WKH WH[WXDO�YDULDQWV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW���:LNLSHGLD� 

 

 I f you are seeking a little respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the daily grind, a space has been created within 

our circuit where you might just find some. It’s the Community 
Garden at Fairhill Methodist Church, a concept long-desired, that 
has just recently come to fruition, if you’ll pardon the pun. 

 

 The original vision was conceived a good many years ago, 
and was that of a sensory garden, but faced with financial and 
planning obstacles, nothing moved forward. Questions asked by 
the National Lottery in response to an application for funding 
raised more questions that led the church family to a radical    
rethink.  

 

 The congregation went out into the community to try and 
gauge interest in the plan and were pleasantly surprised by the       
response. Local folk had been given a say in the original design, 
and were still on board. With that first plan tweaked, planning  

Continued on Page 12 
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Rev Dr Gareth Edwards 
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%DUG�DQG�$OXQ�:LOOLDPV������
UHVSHFWLYHO\�&KDLUPDQ�DQG�

&RQGXFWRU� 
RI�$EHUWLOOHU\�7RZQ�%DQG 

Continued from Page 4 and 
concluded on Page 10 
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 ,¶P�VXUH�+HU�0DMHVW\�WKH�4XHHQ�
ZRXOG� EH� GHOLJKWHG� WR� OHDUQ� WKDW� DV� VKH�
LV� FHOHEUDWLQJ� KHU� ��WK� \HDU� DV�PRQDUFK�
LQ� -XQH�� D� PXFK� VPDOOHU�� EXW� QR� OHVV��
VLJQLILFDQW�PLOHVWRQH�ZLOO� EH�PDUNHG� LQ�
VRXWK� :DOHV� -� WKH� �WK� ELUWKGD\� RI� WKH�
3RQW\SRRO�,QGRRU�0DUNHW�&KDSODLQF\� 
 

)RU� WKRVH� RI� \RX� ZKR� DUH� QHZ� WR� RXU�
UHDGHUVKLS�� LQ� 0DUFK� ����� /ODQ\UDIRQ�

0HWKRGLVW� &KXUFK� KRVWHG� D� VHULHV� RI� PHHWLQJV � ZKLFK� HQFRXUDJHG� XV� WR WDNH� WKH� FKXUFK� RXW� RI� RXU�����
EXLOGLQJV� WR� JR� �EH\RQG� WKHVH�ZDOOV��GXULQJ�2XWUHDFK�:HHN����VW�–� ��WK� -XQH��$V� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKLV��P\�
IULHQG�-XOLH�%ODNH�DQG�,�PDGH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�H[SORUH�D�FKDSODLQF\�DW�3RQW\SRRO�,QGRRU�0DUNHW�� 

 

2XU�ILUVW�RXWUHDFK�ZDV�RQ���WK�-XQH�IURP��DP�-��SP��7KLQJV�PRYHG�VORZO\��EXW�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�
KROG�D�&DURO�6HUYLFH�GXULQJ�$GYHQW�RI�WKDW�\HDU��$IWHU�ZH�DVVLVWHG�DW�D�0DFPLOODQ�&RIIHH�0RUQLQJ���ZH�����
XQGHUWRRN�PRUH�RI�RXU�RZQ�HYHQWV��ZLWK�D�KLJKOLJKW�ODVW�'HFHPEHU�EHLQJ�D�&DURO�6LQJLQJ�HYHQW�ZKLFK�
ZDV�YHU\�ZHOO�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�ORFDO�FKXUFK�FRPPXQLW\��$V�LQ�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��WKH�FDUROV�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�E\�
WKH�WUDGHUV�-�6KDQH�.HQQHG\��WKH�FXUUHQW�PDQDJHU��HYHQ�UHFRUGHG�XV�OLYH� 

 

6LQFH�RXU�EHJLQQLQJV��ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�D�IHZ�PDQDJHUV�FRPH�DQG�JR��ZH�DUH�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�VXSSRUW�
RI� RQH� FRQVWDQW�PHPEHU� RI� VWDII� LQ� WKH� RIILFH��� DQG� KDYH� JUDGXDOO\� EXLOW� XS� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� WKH��
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�WUDGHUV��,W�LV�IRU�WKHP�WKDW�ZH�H[LVW�-�WR�HQFRXUDJH��VXSSRUW�DQG�SUD\��KHQFH�WKH�UHDVRQ�
ZH�YLVLW�RQ�HYHU\�VHFRQG�7XHVGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK��UDWKHU�WKDQ�EXVLHU�:HGQHVGD\V��� 

 

%HIRUH� &RYLG� LQWHUUXSWHG� RXU� OLYHV�� ZH� ZHUH� SOHDVHG� WR� ZHOFRPH� (LOHHQ� /RFN DQG�� PRUH���������
UHFHQWO\�� .D\� )RUG� WR�
WKLV� PLQLVWU\� -� YDOXDEOH�
DVVHWV� WR� YDOXDEOH� ZRUN��
:H� KDYH� EHHQ� PDGH���
ZHOFRPH� DW� WKH� PDUNHW�
DQG� IHHO� LW� D� SULYLOHJH� WR�
EH� DEOH� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
WUDGHUV� LQ� DQ\� ZD\�������
UHTXLUHG�� 
 

 /LWWOH� GLG� ZH����
UHDOLVH� VHYHQ� \HDUV� DJR��
WKDW� ZH�ZRXOG� VWLOO� EH� DW�
WKH�PDUNHW�WRGD\��DQG�ZH�
JLYH� *RG� WKH� JORU\�� :H�
WKDQN�+LP� IRU� DOO� WKDW� LV�
SDVW�DQG�WUXVW�+LP�IRU�DOO�
WKDW
V� WR� FRPH�� :H� SUD\�
WKDW� WKLV� ZLOO� LQVSLUH� \RX�
LQ�\RXU��FRUQHU�RI�WKH�*ZHQW�+LOOV�DQG�9DOHV�&LUFXLW�WR�JR�³EH\RQG�WKHVH�ZDOOV´��WR�VHUYH�RXU�/RUG�DQG�
6DYLRXU� 

 

&HOLD�3ULFH��RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�WHDP��-XOLH�%ODNH��(LOHHQ�/RFN�DQG�.D\�)RUG 
 

�:RUOG
V�%LJJHVW�&RIIHH�0RUQLQJ������_�0DFPLOODQ�&DQFHU�6XSSRUW� 

&DURO�VLQJLQJ�LQ�3RQW\SRRO�0DUNHW��'HFHPEHU����� 

“Ministry and mission happen  

when Gospel and context come together.” 
Rev Trey Hall 
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Founded in 1978 by Don and Deyon  
Stephens, Mercy Ships� is a faith-based,      
international development organisation that 
deploys hospital ships to some of the poorest    
countries in the world, delivering vital, free 
healthcare to people in desperate 
need. It is also working to 
effectively do itself out of 
a job, by training and     
men tor i n g  l o c a l 
h e a l t h c a r e         
professionals and 
i m p r o v i n g 
h e a l t h c a r e        
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 
Mercy Ships seeks 
to follow the model 
of Jesus by “bringing 
hope and healing to 
the forgotten poor”, 
helping people of all faiths 
and none. 

 

It was at Spring Harvest some years ago 
that Fairhill member and hospital pharmacist  
Gillian Timm (pictured, with husband Chris) first 
came across Mercy Ships, and immediately 
felt like it was something she 
wanted to do when she     
retired. That time has    
finally arrived: on 18th 

March, Gillian left the 
UK for Senegal, where 
she met the Africa   
Mercy (pictured right) 
for a three-month stint 
aboard ship in the     
h o s p i t a l  p h a r m a c y ,    
working with a small team, 
and living on the ship as part of  

 
the international Christian community of         
volunteers. As well as the work itself, she is   
looking forward to making new friends and      
exploring Senegal during occasional time off. 

 

During its 40-plus years of existence, 
Mercy Ships has served 55 countries, always 
working closely in a five-year partnership model 
with governments and health ministries to build 
relationships, ensuring that the needs of each 
country are most closely met. New Guinea is a 
great example of the efficacy of this approach - 
when the team returned for a second visit, they 
were expecting to have to perform about 200 
cleft-palate surgeries. Thanks to the teaching the 
local healthcare providers received the first time 
around, there were only three cases! 

 

Husband Chris and daughters Amanda 
and Rowena are fully behind Gillian 

as she sets out on this great      
adventure, although they are 

probably already looking 
forward to her return 

home June 12th! The 
story of her trip will 
feature in the       
Autumn issue of 7KH�
9LQH; in the        
meantime, for more 

information about the 
work and ministry of 

Mercy Ships, the link is 
at the end of this article. 

 

Points for Prayer: 
- The logistics - travelling mercies on 

the journey to Senegal and back. 
- Resurrecting O-level French! 
- Openness to whatever the Lord has 

to show and teach  Gillian during 
her time on board the Africa 

Mercy.  
 

�Mercy Ships UK -
International Surgical 
Care  Mission Charity 
 

-RDQQD�6DXQGHUV�� 
LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�*LOOLDQ�7LPP 



  
 

 There are a number of ways you can help:  
¨ The scheme has been chosen by The      
Co-op as one of its national projects. So, if you are 
a Co-op member (it’s only £1 to join this Fairtrade 
organisation) and purchase Co-op branded goods, 
you can choose this project to receive Co-op    
donations. The Co-op website2 has the details of 
becoming a member – we hope we have lots of 
Methodist Co-op members in the Gwent Hills and 
Vales! 
¨ Finally and most importantly, please pray 
for us! We are very excited about the direction in 
which God is leading us and want to stay true to 
his plans! 

 

��Upbeat Music and Arts Service Ltd  

��Co-op Membership - Membership that makes a 
difference - Co-op (coop.co.uk)  

)RU�WKRVH�RI�\RX�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ODVW�LVVXH�
RI�7KH�9LQH��KHUH�LV�WKH 

 WINTER ISSUE PUZZLE SOLUTION 

 
 

ZDV� KHOG� DW� %LUPLQJKDP¶V� 1(&� ZLWK� D� WKHPH� RI� ³,Q� 7XQH´��������
H[SORULQJ� ZKDW� LW� PHDQV� WR� EH� LQ� WXQH� ERWK� ZLWK� *RG� DQG� RQH������
DQRWKHU��DQG�KRZ�ZH�DOO�KDYH�D�SDUW�WR�SOD\�LQ�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��
7KH\�ZHUH�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�EHLQJ� LQ�D�VSDFH�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�KDG�
WKH� VDPH� REMHFWLYH�� E\� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� NLQGV� RI� ZRUVKLS� DQG�����
WHDFKLQJ��DQG�ZKHUH� WKH�\RXWK� WKHPVHOYHV�ZHUH�DFWLYHO\� OHDGLQJ�

DQG�PDNLQJ�FKRLFHV��7KHUH� FRPHV� D� WLPH� LQ�
HYHU\RQH¶V� OLIH� ZKHQ� WKH\� PXVW� OHDUQ� WR�
FKRRVH� WKHLU� RZQ� SDWK� DQG� GHWHUPLQH� WKHLU�
EHOLHIV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��LQGHSHQGHQWO\�RI�WKHLU�
SDUHQWV�� (QFRXUDJLQJO\�� RXU� \RXQJ� SHRSOH�
FDPH� DZD\� IHHOLQJ� OLNH� WKH\� KDG� EHJXQ� WR�
WDNH� VRPH� RZQHUVKLS� RI� WKHLU� LQGLYLGXDO��
VSLULWXDO�MRXUQH\V�� 
 

 7KH�QH[W�JDWKHULQJ� LV���WK�6HSWHPEHU�
-� �QG�2FWREHU�� EDFN� LQ� %LUPLQJKDP�� ,I� \RX�
NQRZ� D� \RXQJ� SHUVRQ� ZKR� \RX� IHHO� PLJKW�
HQMR\� EHLQJ� SOXJJHG� LQWR� D� JURXS� WKDW� LV���
DWWHQGLQJ�� RU� LI� \RX� \RXUVHOI� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�
NQRZ� KRZ� WR� JHW� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� HYHQW��
SOHDVH� JHW� LQ� WRXFK�� RU� FKHFN� RXW� WKH� OLQN��
IROORZLQJ� WKH� �DUWLFOH��$QG�DERYH�DOO��SOHDVH�

FRQWLQXH� WR� SUD\� IRU� WKLV� YDOXDEOH� ZRUN�� DQG� IRU� RXU�
\RXQJ�SHRSOH��HVVHQWLDO�SDUWV�RI�RXU�FKXUFK�ERGLHV�ULJKW�
QRZ��WRGD\��DQG�JURZLQJ�LQ�JUDFH�WRZDUGV�WKH�IXWXUH� 

 
��*HQHUDWH��PHWKRGLVW�RUJ�XN� 

Continued from Page 4 

Joanna Saunders, in conversation with Lupe Tu’ipulotu 

6RPH�RI�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH� 
³PDNLQJ�VRPH�QRLVH´�IRU�*RG� 
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Continued from Page 7 

IN PARTNERSHIP FOR  
 MUSICAL OUTREACH! 

6LkQ�0LOODU 



, PDJLQH�IRU�D�PRPHQW�YLVLWLQJ�\RXU�ORFDO�
$OGL� WR� SLFN� XS� D� GRQDWLRQ� IRU� D� ORFDO�

IRRG� EDQN�� <RX¶UH� H[SHFWLQJ� D� ER[IXO� RI� IRRG����
LQVWHDG�RI�ZKLFK��WKH�PDQDJHU�WDNHV�\RX�WR�D�URRP�
IXOO�RI��VXUSOXV�DQG�EDVLFDOO\�VD\V��³+HOS�\RXUVHOI�´�
,I�\RX¶UH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�-HVXV¶�PLUDFOH�RI�WKH�IHHGLQJ�
RI� WKH� ����� ULJKW� QRZ�� \RX¶UH� EDQJ� RQ� WDUJHW������
EHFDXVH� \RX� OHDYH� ZLWK� 6(9(1� IXOO� VKRSSLQJ��
WUROOH\V-ZRUWK�RI�EUHDG��3/86�QLQH�ER[HV�RI�IRRG�-�
PHDW��ILVK��SURGXFH��DOO�VRUWV�-�FUDPPHG��LQWR�\RXU�
VPDOO�FDU��� 

 

7KDW� VWRU\� LVQ¶W� ILFWLRQ� -� LW� DFWXDOO\���������
KDSSHQHG� WR� WKH� ODG\� DW� WKH� FHQWUH� RI� WKLV� DUWLFOH��
:KHQ�6DEULQD�&UHVVZHOO��SLFWXUHG��EHJDQ�KRVWLQJ����
GLQQHU�DW�KHU�KRPH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�
EH�DORQH�RQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\��VKH�KDG�QR�LGHD�WKDW�LW�
ZRXOG� OHDG� WR� KHU� UXQQLQJ� KHU� RZQ� QRQ-SURILW���������
RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� KHOSLQJ� QHHG\� IRON� DFFHVV� QXWULWLRXV�
IRRG��DQG�KHOSLQJ�WKH�SODQHW�E\�UHGXFLQJ�ZDVWH�� 

 
:KHQ�&KULVWPDV� OXQFK� RXWJUHZ�KHU�KRPH��

6DEULQD�DVNHG�/ODQ\UDIRQ�&KXUFK�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�
KRVW� LW� WKHUH� -� ELJJHU� NLWFKHQ�� PRUH� VSDFH�� DQG����
LQHYLWDEO\�� PRUH� SHRSOH�� 1HHGLQJ� KHOS� ZLWK�������
SURYLVLRQV�� 6DEULQD� UHDFKHG� RXW� WR�1HLJKERXUO\���
DQ� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� WKDW� FRRUGLQDWHV� ORFDO� EXVLQHVVHV�
ZLWK� WKH� QHHGV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� WR� VHH� LI� WKH\�
FRXOG� KHOS�� 7KH\� FRQQHFWHG� KHU�ZLWK� ORFDO� VXSHU�
PDUNHWV��ZKR� EHJDQ� GRQDWLQJ�� �7KLV� LV�ZKHUH� RXU�
RSHQLQJ�VWRU\�FRPHV�LQ�� 

 

7KHQ�FDPH�WKH�PDMRU�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�WR�DOO�RXU�
OLYHV� LQ� WKH� IRUP�RI�&RYLG-����DQG�6DEULQD�VLJQHG�

XS� DV� DQ� RIILFLDO� 7RUIDHQ� YROXQWHHU�� GHOLYHULQJ�
VKRSSLQJ� DQG� PHGLFLQH� WR� IRONV� ZKR� ZHUH�����
VKLHOGLQJ�� 7KH� ORFNGRZQ� ZDV� KDYLQJ� D� QHJDWLYH��
LPSDFW�RQ�VXUSOXV�IRRG�FROOHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�DUHD��DQG���
1HLJKERXUO\� SKRQHG�6DEULQD�� WR� VHH� LI� WKH\� FRXOG�
VWLOO�UHO\�RQ�KHU�WR�SLFN�XS�GRQDWLRQV��2Q�EHKDOI�RI�
WKH� FKXUFK� VKH� UHDGLO\� DJUHHG�� DQG� VR� SLFNLQJ� XS�
WKH�VXSSOLHV�DQG�GHOLYHULQJ� WKHP�WR� WKH� ORFDO� IRRG�
EDQNV�EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�KHU�DOUHDG\-EXV\�VFKHGXOH� 

 

%\�$XJXVW� ������ WKHUH�ZDV� VR�PXFK� IRRG�
WKDW� 6DEULQD� GHFLGHG� WKH� WLPH� KDG� FRPH� WR� VHW� XS�
KHU�RZQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�WR�JHW�LW�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�QHHGHG� 

 
 
 

Part of the Tasty not Wasty set-up  
at Llanyrafon Church Continued on Page 12 
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permission was obtained in 2019, and work 
finally got underway. The church secured  
funding, and was able to substantially cut 
costs by recycling paving from the front of 
the building to the back. Raised beds went in, amid discussions to get the local schools involved - they 
were keen - and to throw the garden open for Incredible Edibles: the community could sow, grow 
and pick the produce.  

 

 Now that things are moving again post-pandemic, one of the schools is ready to “adopt” a few 
beds, spurred on by their enthusiastic caretaker. There are plans for expansion, including a small       
orchard. The hope is of course, that once the students are involved the parents will follow, leading to 
full community participation.   

 

 Please pray, thanking God for the beauty of his creation that we can all enjoy: 
· For Fairhill Church, seeking to create links 
with the community through the garden. 
· For future plans for the expansion of the 
project. 
· For the Grand Opening, Saturday, 7th 
May, 2pm – all are welcome! 
 

 Even at this stage in its development, the 
garden contains the sights and sounds of God’s 
creation, the smells of flowers, earth, the       
outdoors, the feel of the soil, pulling up          
vegetables, planting tiny seeds. So it would seem 
that the original vision, once deferred, is truly 
coming to pass - there is indeed a sensory garden 
at Fairhill!  
 
 � 

 
 
 

 

 
LW�PRVW�� 6KH� SRVWHG� RQ� WKH� )DFHERRN� SDJH� RI� WKH� JURXS�$�-RXUQH\� WR�=HUR�
:DVWH���DVNLQJ�IRU�KHOS�WR�QDPH�WKH�QHZ�FRPPXQLW\�LQWHUHVW�FRPSDQ\���&,&���
KHQFH� 7DVW\� QRW� :DVW\��� DQG� EURXJKW� WZR� RWKHU� YROXQWHHUV� RQ� ERDUG� DV��������
GLUHFWRUV�� -XVW� OLNH� &KULVWPDV� OXQFK�� WKH� YHQWXUH� VRRQ� JUHZ� WRR� ELJ� IRU����������
6DEULQD¶V� KRPH�� VR� RQFH� DJDLQ�� VKH� DSSOLHG� WR� /ODQ\UDIRQ� &KXUFK� IRU�����������

SHUPLVVLRQ� WR�XVH� WKHLU�SUHPLVHV��DQG� LW� LV� WKHUH� WKDW�\RX�ZLOO� ILQG�KHU�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�IURP�7XHVGD\� WR�
6DWXUGD\�ZLWK�KHU�WHDP�RI�KHOSHUV��VHUYLQJ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�ZDVWH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH� 

 

6DEULQD�KDV�DVNHG�XV�WR�SUD\� 
-�)RU� WKRVH� LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZKR�DUH�QHHG\�� WKRVH�ZKR�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�DGPLWWLQJ� WKDW�QHHG��DQG�ZKR����

 VXIIHU�DQ[LHW\�EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�³,-GRQ¶W-GHVHUYH-LW´�PHQWDOLW\� 
-�)RU�VWURQJHU�SDUWQHUVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�ZKR�ZRUN�WR�KHOS� 
-�)RU�WKH�ZRUG�WR�EH�VSUHDG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�KHOS�RXW�WKHUH�  
-�)RU�D�KHLJKWHQHG�DZDUHQHVV�RI�IRRG�ZDVWH�DQG�WKH�EHQHILWV�WR�SHRSOH�ZKHQ�
 IRRG�LV�VWHZDUGHG��FRUUHFWO\� 
 
� 1HLJKERXUO\�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�1HLJKERXUO\�-�ZKHUH�EXVLQHVVHV�KHOS�ORFDO�JRRG�FDXVHV 
��-RXUQH\�WR�=HUR�:DVWH�LQ�WKH�8.�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�)DFHERRN 
� 0RUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� FRPPXQLW\� LQWHUHVW� FRPSDQLHV� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� RQ� :LNLSHGLD�� &RPPXQLW\�������
LQWHUHVW�FRPSDQ\�-�:LNLSHGLD 
��7DVW\�QRW�:DVW\�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�7DVW\�QRW�:DVW\�&,&�-�&RQQHFW�7RUIDHQ��DQG�RQ�)DFHERRN��,QVWDJUDP�
DQG�7ZLWWHU 

Continued from Page 11 

Joanna Saunders,  
in conversation  

with Sabrina Cresswell 

A sample of some of the first produce from the garden! 
Photo: Amanda Timm 

Joanna Saunders,  
in conversation with Jan Jackson 
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FAIRHILL COMMUNITY GARDEN 
�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�3DJH��� 



 
 

her post in March 2021. Since then she has     
become a huge asset, as you will know. Things 
take time and patience is a virtue, and here I am 
again, just before leaving the circuit, seeing my 
prayers answered: we have a circuit magazine! I 
am delighted, and only sorry that I will not be the 
superintendent to have the joy of seeing it grow 
and blossom. But that doesn’t matter. 
 

 There is plenty of reference in the    
Scriptures to sowing and reaping, 
s e e d s  a n d  h a r v e s t .          
P a r t i c u l a r l y  1             
Corinthians 3 comes 
to mind:  
 

³:KDW�LV�
$SROORV"�
:KDW�LV�
3DXO"
6HUYDQWV�
WKURXJK�
ZKRP�\RX�
FDPH�WR�������
EHOLHYH��DV�WKH�
/RUG�DVVLJQHG�WR�
HDFK� ��,�SODQWHG��
$SROORV��ZDWHUHG��EXW�
*RG�JDYH�WKH�
JURZWK�  6R�QHLWKHU�WKH�RQH�ZKR�
SODQWV�QRU�WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZDWHUV�LV�DQ\WKLQJ��
EXW�RQO\�*RG�ZKR�JLYHV�WKH�JURZWK��7KH�RQH�
ZKR�SODQWV�DQG�WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZDWHUV�KDYH�D�����
FRPPRQ�SXUSRVH��DQG�HDFK�ZLOO�UHFHLYH��
ZDJHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ODERXU�RI�HDFK� �)RU�
ZH�DUH�*RG¶V�VHUYDQWV��ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU��
\RX�DUH�*RG¶V�ILHOG��*RG¶V�EXLOGLQJ�´ 

��&RULQWKLDQV����-� 
 

 Paul offers a helpful and timely reminder 
that it isn’t all about us. If we sow seeds, we must 
do it for God and not for ourselves. If we reap a 
harvest, we must remember that it isn’t for, or 
because of, us. It is God who gives the seeds, 
God who gives the water, God who gives the 
growth and God who gives the harvest. As we 
read in ��&RULQWKLDQV������  
 

³+H� ZKR� VXSSOLHV� VHHG� WR� WKH� VRZHU� DQG�
EUHDG� IRU� IRRG�ZLOO�VXSSO\�DQG�PXOWLSO\�\RXU�
VHHG�IRU�VRZLQJ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�WKH�KDUYHVW�RI� 

 
 
 
\RXU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�´ 
 

 Sometimes God shares the joy 
of the  harvest with us, sometimes 

with others, and sometimes we reap the joy of a 
harvest from someone else’s sowing. No matter.   
 

 It seems to me that one reason for      
discouragement and disappointment as a     
Christian, is when we hold to unrealistic         
expectations. For example, we know God is  
faithful and we interpret that to mean that God 
will act on his faithfulness by doing what we want, 
when we want it, as if it is us who call the shots.  
 

This is ridiculous of course, but it 
doesn’t stop us doubting 

God, when we go 
through hard times 
or when   prayers 

are not         
answered in a 

way we can     
recognise. It is 
important for 

us to            
remember that 

whatever we 
do, we do it for 

God, and then there 
will be no discourage-
ment. As Paul tells the 

people of   Corinth:  
 

³7KHUHIRUH�� P\� EHORYHG�� EH� VWHDGIDVW��������
LPPRYDEOH�� DOZD\V� H[FHOOLQJ� LQ� WKH� ZRUN� RI�
WKH�/RUG��EHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ� WKDW� LQ� WKH�/RUG�
\RXU�ODERXU�LV�QRW�LQ�YDLQ�´ 

��&RULQWKLDQV������� 
 

 So, don’t give up praying, don’t give up 
your good works, put your trust in God, for God 
will bring a bountiful harvest from your efforts. 
It’s just that you may not get to see it! 
 

 I pray that the GHAV Magazine, 7KH�
9LQH� will be blessed, and be a blessing, well into 
the future.  May it achieve what God wants and 
may it bring him glory.  
 

5HY�6XH�/DZOHU 

 

 

WHATEVER WE DO,  
  WE DO IT FOR GOD… 
 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�3DJH��� 

Photo: PB Avery, National Library of Wales 
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Photo: PB Avery, National Library of Wales 
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· For all refugees and those displaced by war. 
· For wisdom for our leaders - world, national 
 and local. 
· For the recently bereaved, and those dealing 
 with loss. 
· For those still struggling with the effects of the 
 pandemic. 
· For our Circuit, as we deal with upcoming    
 changes. 
· For Rev Catherine Brobbey, Rev Sue Lawler and 
 all those preparing for transitions. 
· For Rev Gareth Edwards, as he prepares for his 
 sabbatical. 
· For all the ministries and endeavours highlighted 
 in this issue of The Vine. 

  
   

 
 

 

PRAY  WITHOUT CEASING… 

$�35$<(5�)25�721*$� 

 

 /RYLQJ�*RG��ZH�VWDQG�LQ�DZH�DW�WKH�SRZHU�
RI� FUHDWLRQ� VHHQ� LQ� YROFDQR� DQG� WVXQDPL������������
UHFRJQLVLQJ� WKH� VPDOOQHVV� DQG� ZHDNQHVV� RI� RXU�
RZQ�H[LVWHQFH��<HW�\RX�WHOO�XV�WKDW�HDFK�SHUVRQ�LV�
VSHFLDO� DQG� LPSRUWDQW� WR� \RX�� DQG� LQ� WKDW���������
FRQILGHQFH� ZH� KROG� EHIRUH� \RX� WKH� SHRSOH� RI����
7RQJD� DV� WKH\� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH� DIWHUPDWK� RI� WKH����
YROFDQLF�HUXSWLRQ� 
 <RX�NQRZ� WKH� IHHOLQJV� DQG� QHHGV� RI� HDFK����
SHUVRQ� WKHUH�� DQG�ZH�SUD\� WKDW� \RX�ZRXOG� JUDQW�
FDOP�DQG�FRXUDJH� WR� WKRVH�GLUHFWO\� LQYROYHG��DQG�
WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�ERQGV�DV�SHRSOH�VXSSRUW�HDFK������
RWKHU��(VSHFLDOO\�ZH�DVN� IRU�ZLVGRP�IRU�QDWLRQDO�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�DV�WKH\� ORRN�IRU�
D�ZD\�DKHDG� 
 :H� SUD\� DOVR� IRU� WKH� SHDFH� RI� \RXU������
SUHVHQFH� IRU� RXU� 7RQJDQ� IDPLO\� KHUH� LQ� VRXWK�
:DOHV� 
 :H� JLYH� WKDQNV� IRU� WKH� ZLGHU�����������������
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\� SURYLGLQJ� VXSSRUW� WR�
7RQJD�� $OWKRXJK� QRZ� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV� GLVPDO� DQG�
JUH\�IURP�YROFDQLF�DVK��PD\�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�7RQJD�
EH� DEOH� WR� KROG� RQ� WR� WKH� KRSH� RI� WKH� UHWXUQ� RI��
FRORXU�DQG�MR\�WR�WKHLU�ODQG� 
 $PHQ 
���A prayer for Tonga (methodist.org.uk)  

BENDITH 
Bydded i’r Tad gerdded gyda chwi yn 

ffresni’r ardd, 
Bydded i’r Mab gerdded gyda chwi ar 

lwybr y mynydd, 
Bydded i’r Ysbryd gerdded gyda chwi ar 

ffordd y pererin, 
Bendith y Tad, y Mab a’r Ysbryd a fo gyda 

chwi yn wastad.  
Amen. 

 

A blessing for God to walk with you in the   
freshness of the garden, on the mountain path, 
and on the way of pilgrimage. 

$�35$<(5�)25�8.5$,1(� 

 

+RO\�DQG�*UDFLRXV�*RG� 
:H�SUD\�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�8NUDLQH�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�
 RI�5XVVLD��IRU�WKHLU�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKHLU��
 OHDGHUV� 
:H�SUD\�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�DIUDLG�� 
 WKDW�\RXU�HYHUODVWLQJ�DUPV�KROG�WKHP�LQ�WKLV�
 WLPH�RI�JUHDW�IHDU� 
:H�SUD\�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�RYHU�OLIH�
DQG�GHDWK�� 
 WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�FKRRVH�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH�OLIH��DQG�
 OLIH�LQ�DOO�LWV�IXOOQHVV� 
:H�SUD\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�FKRRVH�ZDU�� 
 WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�\RX�GLUHFW�
 \RXU�SHRSOH�WR�WXUQ�RXU�VZRUGV�LQWR�SORXJK-
 VKDUHV�DQG�VHHN�IRU�SHDFH� 
:H�SUD\�IRU�OHDGHUV�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG�VWDJH�� 
 WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�
 FRXUDJH�RI�&KULVW� 
$ERYH�DOO��/RUG��WRGD\�ZH�SUD\�IRU�SHDFH�IRU�
8NUDLQH� 
 DQG�ZH�DVN�WKLV�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�\RXU�EOHVVHG�
 6RQ� 
/RUG�KDYH�PHUF\� 
 $PHQ 
���Prayer for peace in Ukraine (methodist.org.uk) 


